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suaded of that truth even before Norman Angell made it
patent in The Great Illusion. "We are not all cotton spinners
yet!" proudly claimed Tennyson. War is invariably a defiance
against bourgeois common sense, a moment when the people
are most intensely conscious of their collective life, when they
raise themselves, in their own eyes, to the heroic plane $ it is
emphatically a lew gestey counting the cost as naught. Peace
has seldom been sung by poets: war is the stuff epics are made
of. Even stories about the horrors of war are tributes to its
fascination. Collectively also, we are in romantic thrall to "les
Belles Dames sans Merci," the fatal beauties. "Had Cleopatra's
nose been a little shorter," said Pascal, "the face of the world
would have been changed": certainly the course of historical
writing. Cleopatra, Messalina, Theodora, Mary Stuart, have
seduced innumerable scholars. Burke and his followers passed
judgment on the French Revolution in terms of Marie
Antoinette's royal beauty. Professors echo unwittingly the
words of the Trojan elders, when Helen passed by in her
sovereign perfection: "For such a woman, it is meet that a
city should perish."

The clearest example of the esthetic motive is the ineradi-
cable prestige of Napoleon. To the good organizer, the sound
financier, the efficiency manager, we do homage with our lips:
but what thrills our hearts is the epic adventure, the mad and
glorious gamble. Washington was sensible, and is universally
revered j but the mass of art and literature inspired by Napo-
leon, even in this country, is immensely larger; common sense
and patriotism together will not make Washington a best seller.
What fascinates us most in the career of Napoleon are those
"gestures" which were most Beautiful" because they were
most senseless: the Egyptian expedition, the retreat from Mos-
cow, the Hundred Days. The Russian campaign, as we know,
was ill conceived, ill prepared, ill executed 5 out of six hundred
thousand men of the Grand Army, only a few thousand re-
turned in formation. But the story has epic magnitude, and the